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Kimberley Coast Beach Camping Cruises 
Indicative Itineraries 

OVERVIEW 
Our cruises have been designed for travellers who still have a spark in their lives and are looking for a 
unique experience to adventure beyond standard cruise itinerary and explore rarely visited and untouched 
parts of the Kimberleyôs pristine wilderness coastline. 

As the birds fly, it is said that the Kimberley coast spans well over 1000 kms, but if 
all the inlets and bays were measured it is probably 
twice that distance. About 3000 islands lie off the 
Kimberley coast.  With more than 800 islands in the 
Buccaneer Archipelago the return leg of every cruise 
is able to incorporate new sites and activities 
ensuring passengers have every opportunity to 

experience the wonders of this amazing pristine 
wilderness coastline.  It should also be noted that 
with up to 9 metres of tidal movement every six hours what you will see on 
one leg of your journey will be radically different to what you can see and do 
on the return leg of your journey. 

With a cruising speed of 20 knots passengers have a lot more time to incorporate more activities beyond the 
standard cruise itineraries, and because we donôt travel at night passengers donôt miss out on seeing any 
aspect of this amazing coast line. 

Subject to tides and weather conditions where ever possible passengers have the option of camping on a 
number of different secluded beaches with a roaring fire or rolling out your swag on board Kimberley 
Xplorerôs outdoor bunks.  Either way you will get to sleep under a million stars in the fresh air. 

All meals, camping and fishing gear is provided (BYO alcohol).  All our cruises incorporate a high speed 
boat ride through the amazing Horizontal Waterfalls. 

ACTIVITIES 
With a maximum of 12 passengers and 3 crew, One Tide Charters prides itself of 
making sure our clients get to see the best of this amazing coastline.  In addition 
to seeing  and doing the things listed on our individual cruise itineraries (subject to 
tides and weather conditions) each day the skipper will offer different suggestions 
on the type of things you can be doing by working with the massive tides to make 
sure your trip is exciting, memorable and more than just a set itinerary.  So if as a 
group you would like to do more fishing or exploring let us know and we will 
endeavour to accommodate these individual preferences during the course of 
each day. 

Each cruise will incorporate the following activities 

Ï Observing the bird & marine life - Population of flora and fauna, rare or 
extinct on the main land have remained virtually unaffected by the impact of 
fire and the introduction of exotic species on the islands of the Buccaneer and 
Bonaparte Archipelagos.  

Ï Bush Walking ï All our cruises offer the 
opportunity to do some great bush walking, primarily 
along fresh water courses so there is always the 
opportunity to have a refreshing dip along the way. 
Ï Collecting oysters ï at low tide passengers 

are able to collect sumptuous black lipped oysters 
which can be eaten fresh straight off the rocks, or 
saved for an evening meal entre of oysters Kilpatrick. 

Ï Sight Seeing. - From both a visual and wildlife perspective, the 
Kimberley coast is one of the worldôs great cruising grounds.  

One of the great camp sites 

Derby Jetty at low tide 

Traversing the Horizontal 
Waterfalls 

Meet one of the locals 

Great Bushwalking 
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Ï Fishing ï the diversity of habitats guarantees enormous fishing 
opportunities along the Kimberley coast.  Barramundi and other great 
fishing abound, while trawling for pelagic offshore is great fun.  Reef fishing 
also ensures passengers will land a wide variety of species that are all 
great eating. 

Ï Reef walking ï Reef communities are 
diverse along the Kimberley coast with over 100 
species of coral.  For those who take the time to 

explore any of these reefs carefully will be 
rewarded with fantastic numbers of marine life. 

   

Ï Mud crabbing is great fun and freshly 
cooked even better eating.  For those who are 
keen (and donôt mind a bit of mud) a great half day 
can be spent setting and pulling the crab pots.  Eating the freshly cooked 
mud crabs is usually done at one of the many fresh water swimming holes.  
Instead of needing a silly little finger bowl to wash in after you have eaten 
your mud crabs you can dive into the fresh water and clean yourself up. 

Ï Swimming ï throughout your cruise there 
will be numerous opportunities to either swim in 
fresh water swimming holes or at carefully selected 

beaches like Silica Beach. 

Ï Star Gazing - During the dry season there is good opportunities for some of 
the best star gazing in the world.  The ability to sleep under the stars either on 
a secluded beach or onboard Kimberley Xplorer offers maximum benefit as 

you drift into a peaceful slumber. 

Ï Indigenous Rock Art ï The Kimberley region is one of 
the worldôs greatest repositories of indigenous art.  As a massive 
outdoor gallery, the Kimberleyôs indigenous rock art rivals in richness, cultural complexity 
and sheer aesthetic achievement more famous than rock art bodies in Europe, Africa and 
the Northern Territory.

1
  The 8, 12 & 15 Day cruises incorporate some incredible 

Wandjina, Gwoin Gwion / Bradshaw rock art. 

Ï Whale Watching ï From late July to September humpback whales can be seen 
migrating south from the whale calving ground at Camden Sound.  With their calves close 
at their side the opportunity of seeing these massive creatures breaching and shooting 

water into the air is an incredible site. 

POINTS OF DIFFERENCE 

Ï With a cruising speed of 20 knots (average 
cruising speed of other charter operators is 12 knots) 
passengers are able to maximize the time exploring and 
fishing the coast line with a lot more time to incorporate 
more activities  

Ï Our charters do not travel at night.  This 
means you donôt get to miss seeing any aspect of this 

amazing coastline plus passengers have the ability to do 
some fishing in the evening or observe the marine life 

swimming around the vessel at night. 

Ï Value for money.  Our charters are for full days 
departing from Derby at approximately 0730 and returning to 
Derby at approximately 1500 on the last day (most other 
operators depart on the afternoon of the first day).  With no 
night travelling and the faster cruising speed passengers get 
far more time exploring the coastline    

  

                                                 
1
 McGregor Alasdair & Chester Quentin, 1990, The Kimberley ï Horizons of Stone, New Holland Publishers, pg 119 

A Great Day Fishing 

Reef Walking 

Time for a swim at Silica 
Beach 

Amazing Indigenous 
Rock Art 

Aerial view of another great 
camp site 

Surfing Kimberley Style 

One of the Many Fresh Water 
Swims 

Onboard Sleeping 
Arrangements 

Cooked fresh Mud Crabs 
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5 OR 6 DAY YAMPI  SOUND / HORIZONTAL WATERFALL THRILLER  

This cruise is an action packed 5 or 6 days that gives you a good introduction to the Kimberley coastline.  
Cruise itineraries are the same for the 5 and 6 day cruise, however the extra day on the 6 day cruise gives 
you more time to explore and fish this amazing coastline.  On this cruise you will have up to 3 different 
camp sites on beautiful secluded beaches each with their own characteristics.  Incorporating the activities 
listed above, subject to tide and weather conditions you will get to visit the following locations:- 

Ï Cascade, Cone and Crawford Bays ï Travelling north from Derby the 
mudflats of the King Sound give way to the wonderfully picturesque coastline.  
Cascade, Cone  and Crawford Bays lie crumpled and creased, their shores notched 
with a myriad of mangrove estuaries, bays and sand beaches; plunging cliffs and 
rocky masses; stony islands and innumerable hidden reefs that litter these offshore 
waters.  Numerous freshwater springs flow from the hills of 
King Leopold Sandstone into the bays creating pockets of rain 
forests.  At X & Xôs you will walk up through the rain forest to 
an abandoned camp site established by a hippy with his 

commune of women between 1974 and 1987.  After exploring the remnants of 
the camp you will take a refreshing swim in one of the many fresh water rock 
pools. 

Ï Strickland Bay is an incredibly picturesque bay with numerous islands.  At the 
back of Strickland Bay is the unsurveyed water mass of the 
óGraveyardsô.  Named after the pearlers who lost their lives in 
the area and were buried on Edeline Island.  We visit the graves, have a quick swim 
and admire the sculptured sandstone rocks. 

Ï Horizontal Waterfalls are two narrow gaps in vertical sandstone rock strata 
which creates two spectacular óhorizontal waterfallsô when the tides reach peak flow in 
both rising and falling situations.  Here you are transferred into one of the fast boats 
for an exhilirating ride through the gaps 

With 3 Sea plane operators working at the location and Paspaleyôs Pearl Farm close 
by itôs a hive of activity which is in stark contrast to the rest of this isolated coastline.  

We enjoy lunch while watching the sea planes land and take off and feed the tawny nurse sharks that 
swim around Kimberley Xplorer. 

Ï Crocodile Creek in Yampi Sound is a little paradise tucked away 
behind the sandstone walls.  The miners from nearby Koolan Island iron ore 
mine used this spot as a getaway site.  With the top pool cascading into the 
lower pool and then onto the creek below, itôs a delightful swimming hole 
with all the yachtie memorabilia left behind from passing travellers hanging 
from the shaded patio area.  This spot makes for an enjoyable outing. 

Ï Silver Gull is the home to a couple of real life 
castaways living life in the slow lane. Phil & Marion 
have lived at Silver Gull for the past 15 years and 
support themselves by making jewellery and other 
souvenirs to sell to their visitors.  They are the eyes 

and ears of the Kimberley coastline and a great couple to visit and catch up on 
the latest news.  

 With lovely gardens and concrete tank continually filling with fresh 

water that flows out into the creek below this is a great 
spot to have a swim or sit on their famous outdoor 
throne.   

Ï Hidden Island & Silica Beach.  With its powder soft pure white 
sand and turquoise waters of the Indian Ocean, Silica Beach is a resort 
destination in the making.  Enjoy a refreshing swim at this pristine beach or 
take the time to climb up the sandstone rocks for 

some great photography. 

Ï Hells Gate - This narrow gap separates us 
from Cone Bay and makes for a helluva ride on spring tides.  The force of the 
tide either coming into the King Sound or receding back to the sea makes for 
some turbulent water with impressive whirlpools and back eddies to get the heart 
pumping. 

Ï Whirlpool Passage ï Whirlpool passage divides Chambers and Hidden Islands in 
the Buccaneer Archipelago.  A scenic 3 mile óSô bend tour is characterized at times 
of peak tidal movement by large metre deep whirlpools and tidal flows in excess of 10 knots.  Passing 
through the passage when the tide is running is a dramatic experience as your vessel negotiates the 

Bathsheba's Pool at X & X's 

Sculptured Rocks 

One of the gaps at the 
Horizontal Waterfalls 

Crocodile Creek 

Silica Beach 

Concrete Tank at Silver Gull 

Gardens at Silver Gull 


